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RICHMOND, B.C. — Although
documentary filmmaker Jordan
Macken says Raising Ava Rose wasn’t
intended to be explicitly pro-life, the
film is being welcomed as a celebration
of humanity. Ava Rose (right) is pictured
with her best friend, Marcus. Story page
12. (Jordan Macken YouTube image)

PORT COQUITLAM, B.C. — Canada Post honours Tommy Douglas, “the revered
grandfather” of Canada’s socialist medical system. Writer Susan Martinuk’s new
book delivers a scathing diagnosis of Canada's ailing health-care system. Story
page 8. (Canada Post image)

MIRAMICHI — On the evening of Good Friday, April 15, the
faithful from across the Miramichi gathered at St. Michael’s
Basilica in Chatham for a presentation of the Living Stations
of the Cross. (Above) Jesus (centre) is portrayed by Jay

Lagman, and the Roman soldiers by
Merle Kenna and Terry Barry. Story page
7. (Shawn McCarthy photo)

SAINT JOHN — Father Aaron Knox, pastor of Paroisse St.
François-de-Sales in Saint John and hospital chaplain at
the Saint John Regional Hospital, read the Gospel and
delivered the homily on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 24 at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John.
Story page 7 . (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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New FreemanThe
Local Catholic school receives gift
of debt-free property
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

“The Son always shines in the North End,”
words of Father Gerry Grant, C.Ss.R. (1923-
2004) grace the walls of Divine Mercy Catho-
lic School in Saint John.

Fr. Grant was one of many beloved priests
of the Congregation of the Most Holy Re-
deemer (Redemptorists) who served the dio-
cese of Saint John faithfully out of St. Peter’s
Church on Clarendon Street from 1884 to
2006.

Many will recall the thriving community that
existed at St. Peter’s Church during the con-
gregation’s time there. But perhaps the great-
est testament to this legacy of the
Redemptorists is the school that occupies the
former rectory building where these beloved
priests once resided.

Father Mick Flemming, C.Ss.R., who cur-
rently serves at St. Michael’s Church in
Behchoko, Northwest Territories, was pas-
tor of St. Peter’s Church during the time that
Divine Mercy Catholic School (DMCS) was
established.

“In 2002, Bishop Faber MacDonald [then
bishop of the Diocese of Saint John] came to
meet with me and asked if the parish and the
Redemptorists would welcome the idea of a
small private Catholic school into the parish,”
he said.

“At that time both the St. Peter’s parish
council and the Redemptorists were willing
to welcome this small inaugural group of con-
cerned parents and we offered two small
rooms in the basement of the parish hall,” said
Fr. Flemming. “I was asked at the time, how
long do you think it would last and my re-
sponse was that it is the work of the Holy
Spirit, and the hard work and prayers of the
founding members.”

Many years of hard work and prayer have
cultivated a deep reliance on the Holy Spirit,
and the Lord has never ceased to provide for
“the little school with a big heart.” Over the years
DMCS has grown from a mere 25 students in
2003, to more than 110 students today.

From its early days in the basement of St.
Peter’s Church, DMCS was offered use of
the rectory at the former Holy Trinity Church
on Rockland Road, as well as space in the
former St. Vincent’s High School on Cliff
Street, before then bishop of Saint John, the
Most. Reverend Robert Harris, offered to rent
the St. Peter’s rectory building to the school,

renovating parts of the building to make it
suitable for a student population.

DMCS is grateful for the consistent sup-
port of the diocese. “We’ve been profoundly
aware of what a gift this building is to our
mission — giving us access to everything we
could’ve hoped for,” the school said in a re-
cent newsletter. “A spacious yard for the chil-
dren to enjoy, a field across the street, a gym-
nasium for classes and sports, stunning and
spacious hallways and classrooms, and most
of all, and we really mean most of all — the
Chapel in the heart of our school home.”

Not long after his arrival in November 2019,
Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC the new bishop
for the diocese took an interest in DMCS.

A product of Catholic education himself,
the bishop is profoundly aware of the impor-
tant role schools like DMCS play in the life of
a community. After consulting with his Dioc-
esan Finance Committee and College of Con-
sultors, in the fall of 2020 he approached the
Redemptorists with a big ask — to forgive
the $200,000 principal payment for the mort-
gage so that the property ownership could be
gifted to DMCS debt-free. The Redemptorists
were happy to oblige.

“There was great sadness when the
Redemptorists, due to falling numbers of

(continued on page 3)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John
(at altar) joins students of Divine Mercy
Catholic School [DMCS] in Saint John for
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
(DMCS Facebook post)
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

FREDERICTON — The Church is alive in
the Diocese of Saint John, as many parishes
across the diocese welcomed candidates and
catechumens into the fullness of the Catholic
Church during the Easter Vigil.

Having completed the Rite of Christian Ini-
tiation for Adults (RCIA), a catechumen is a
person who has never been baptized in any
Christian community, while a candidate is a per-
son that is already recognized as having a valid
baptism from another Christian community.

The Celebration of the Sacraments of Ini-
tiation takes place during the Easter Vigil Lit-
urgy on Holy Saturday when the elect receives
the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and
Holy Eucharist, and becomes fully initiated
into the Catholic Church.

Candidates and catechumen were wel-
comed into the Church at parishes including
at Paroisse St. François-de-Sales and Holy
Redeemer parishes in Saint John, St. John
the Baptist Parish in Woodstock, and in
Fredericton at St. Thomas University Chapel.

Following a general invitation issued from
Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the dio-
cese during the Easter Vigil Mass at Immacu-
late Conception Parish in Saint John, one per-
son was inspired to enter the RCIA program
for next year.

At St. Thomas University Chapel, Father
Peter Melanson, pastor of Paroisse Ste. Anne-
des-Pays-Bas and chaplain for the university
welcomed three new members into the Catho-
lic Church, which was a powerful experi-
ence for the entire community.

New Catholics welcomed into the Church throughout the diocese

“There is a lot of despair going on in the
Church right now, as well as the world, and I
think this was a very great reminder for peo-
ple that God will never let the evils of the world
conquer his Church, just as he promised,”
Allie Grondin, a member of the Fredericton
Catholic Young Adults Community, said.

“This despair comes with a case of crip-
pling acedia [spiritual or mental sloth; apa-
thy], as my spiritual director would call: a
spiritual illness. But in the face of it, there we
were watching young Catholics in action,
watching the Holy Spirit in action, whom I
think everyone, including myself felt power-
fully during the catechumens’ reception of
the Sacraments,” she said.

Brandon Mazerall, one of catechumen said,
“after being introduced to the Church, I felt I
had found meaning that I was always search-

ing for. During the vigil, I felt a mix of nerv-
ousness and excitement, but as I walked up
to be baptised, and be received into the
Church, I felt peace and calmness. I am very
grateful for having met the Fredericton Catho-
lic Young Adults, and between them and my
parish community, I have felt wholly wel-
comed into the Church.”

It’s an evening Ms. Grondin won’t soon
forget. “These young, now fully fledged,
Catholics experienced his love, believed in him,
and took action on that belief. It fills me with
much hope and joy for the group, and for the
spirit of the Church in general, and especially
in Canada.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

FREDERICTON — Throughout the Diocese of Saint John, during the Easter Vigil
Mass, parishes welcomed new candidates and catechumens to the Catholic Church.
At St. Thomas University Chapel, Father Peter Melanson (second from right) welcomed
three new members (l to r) Brandon Mazerall, Owen Cornish, Fr. Melanson and Lexy
Smith-Doughty. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

(continued from page 2)
personnel, resigned from the care of St. Pe-
ter’s,” Father Mark Miller, regional coordina-
tor for Redemptorists said. “But as so often
happens with our God, a closing door leads
to another door that opens onto a bright fu-
ture. The Redemptorists could not be happier
with this development, and with our small way
of assisting the school, to establish itself on a
firm foundation.”

On April 24, 2022, Divine Mercy Sunday,
DMCS was pleased to announce that Bishop
Riesbeck officially signed over ownership of
the rectory building at the former St. Peter’s
Church in the North End of Saint John to
Divine Mercy Catholic School (DMCS). As
part of this arrangement, Holy Redeemer Par-
ish in Saint John plans to gift a portion of the

former St. Peter’s Church property, includ-
ing the gymnasium, the chapel, and the land
upon which they sit, to the school.

“We want to ensure that the school will be
able to continue its mission and leave a legacy
behind for the benefit of present and future
generations of young students and families
who value Catholic education,” Bishop
Riesbeck said. “I am grateful for this partner-
ship between the Redemptorists, the Diocese
of Saint John and DMCS, that helps the school
to continue raising up missionary disciples
who will spread the joy of the Gospel through-
out our diocese and to the ends of the earth.”

This generous gift on the part of the Dio-
cese of Saint John, Holy Redeemer Parish,
and the Redemptorists will allow DMCS to
focus on regular fund-raising needs as well

as capital projects to help accommodate the
growing student population, ensuring that the
‘Son will continue to shine in the North End’
for many years to come.

“A little miracle, some 20 years later [after
the departure of the Redemptorists], Divine
Mercy School now officially owns the former
Redemptorists monastery where children will
be welcomed and receive a good Christian
education as disciples of Christ rooted in the love
of God and neighbour,” Fr. Flemming said.
“Congratulations to all the parents, staff, board
members and especially to my dear friend and
mentor Judy Burnham our principal.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Local Catholic school receives gift of debt-free property
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Peace be with you
— freeing and healing

Sometimes it is hard to hope. The conflicts around the world seem
endless. As one winds down, another erupts. At this time, the war in
Ukraine absorbs much of our attention. It is hard to imagine the pain
of a people facing such death and destruction all around them. The
images we have and the accounts we hear make no sense to us. How
is it possible to live in such a world? Can we ever find meaning in the
midst of it? What has happened to God’s dream for humanity?

There is so much of our lives that is beyond our control, so much
to challenge us as we look to the future. Do we cynically, just give up
on humanity? Indeed, so often it is hard to hope. Then comes Easter.
We face the resurrection. The resurrection was not just about Jesus.
With faith, we encounter a new vision, a new creation.

Easter — a season of new life. Celebrating the season of Easter we
hear and reflect on a whole series of our faith stories. Easter brings us
through the entire history of human salvation, through accounts of
creation, liberation, restoration and resurrection. These are stories of
many new beginnings, new life, stories of hope.

Through the Easter season, many stories of the Risen Jesus ap-
pearing to the disciples are set before us. The Gospel of this Sunday
(John 20:19-31) offers us a picture of the liberation and healing that
comes with the ongoing gift of the Spirit and the presence of the
Risen Jesus.

One of the striking elements of the story in John’s Gospel is some-
thing that appears as well in other Gospel stories of appearances. It is
the greeting that Jesus offers as he comes among the disciples: Peace
be with you. Peace can mean many things — absence of war and
conflict, quiet and silence, unity and good relations. In the Gospel
stories of the appearances of Jesus peace is an indication of the heal-
ing and liberation that comes with the Spirit of the Risen Jesus.

It is no accident that John describes the disciple as locked in a
room and cowering in fear. For them there was a great threat that
what happened to Jesus would happen to them. They had lost hope,
but suddenly they sensed the presence of the Jesus they had lost. His

presence and the Spirit stirred in them
a new vision. It dispelled fear, freed
them from the terror and healed their
pain.

With the gift of the Spirit, the disciples came to realize that the
message and the mission that Jesus proclaimed was now theirs. The
peace that came upon them with the presence of Jesus risen, was
theirs to take to the world. Filled with the Spirit they were to liberate,
to heal, to bring hope, new hope.

We need Easter’s hope. In his Easter Sunday reflection (April 17,
2022), Franciscan spiritual writer Richard Rohr highlights this need
for all humanity: If all is hopeless, we all individually lose hope too.
Easter is an announcement of a common hope. When we sing in the
Easter hymn that Christ destroyed death, that means death for all of
us. It’s not just about Jesus; it’s to humanity that God promises, “Life
is not ended, it merely changes,” as we say in the funeral liturgy.
That’s what happened in Jesus, and that’s what will happen in us. In
the end, everything will be all right.

Sometimes it is hard to hope. Easter offers hope for our world.
May the Spirit of the Risen Jesus move us to voice such hope of new
life for all humanity. May the blessing of new life and peace come
upon us all. In particular, may new peace and new life come upon the
people of Ukraine.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Honour, protect dignity of elderly, pope says at audience
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The fourth commandment does not only imply
honouring one's father and mother, but also the respect and care for
the dignity of older generations, Pope Francis said.

Sadly, the elderly, especially those in need of care, are often seen as
a burden and, instead of being treated with "delicacy and affection,
tenderness and respect," are often abused, the pope said April 20 dur-
ing his weekly general audience.

"Encouraging in young people, even indirectly, an attitude of conde-
scension — and even contempt — for the elderly, for their weak-
nesses and their precariousness, produces horrible things. It opens
the way to unimaginable excesses," he said.

The audience was held in St. Peter's Square for the first time since
restrictions enforced at the start of the COVID-19 pandemic shut-
tered all public gatherings in 2020.

Greeting thousands of pilgrims, the pope rode around in his
popemobile, waving and occasionally stopping to kiss babies.

Pope Francis continued his series of talks on old age and reflected
on the theme: "Honour thy father and mother, loving a life lived."

As life progresses, he said, love "descends," and it is often not given

or received in the "same strength that it once did."
However, the fourth commandment brings out a "special love" in

(continued on page 5)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis arrives to lead his general audience
in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican April 20, 2022. (CNS photo/Paul
Haring)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Fear of missing out
It’s hard for a child to have to go to bed in the middle of an evening

when the rest of the family is still celebrating. Nobody wants to go to
bed while everyone else is still up. No one wants to miss out on life.

Remember how as a child, tired and unable to keep your eyes open,
you still struggled against anyone who would try to put you to
bed. Exhausted or not, you didn’t want to miss anything. You
didn’t want to leave and go to sleep while so much life was going
on.

We never really outgrow that. That resistance is congenital and
still haunts us on our deathbeds.

One of our more painful anxieties is triggered by a sense that we
are forever missing out on something. This is also one of our
major fears about dying. For most people, the heaviness and dark-
ness of dying come not so much from a fear of what they might
meet in the next life, judgment and punishment, but from a fear of
annihilation. Moreover, the fear here is not so much that their
personal identity will be snuffed out (though that is a real fear) but
rather that they will be taken away from all the life of which they
have been part. The sadness lies in the having to let go, in know-
ing that life will now go on without us, of being taken off to bed
while the party continues. And, this is deep inside us, so deep, that
we find it difficult to imagine how the world can even go on with-
out us.

However, this is not a sign that there is something wrong with
us, some neurosis that needs fixing or some moral or religious
issue that needs attention. It’s the human condition, pure and sim-
ple, and God is the architect of that. In short, we’re built to be
part of a fabric, not single threads content in their isolation.

I was twenty-three years old when I watched my dad die in a
hospital room. He was still young, sixty-two years old, and ideally
should have had a number of years still ahead of him. But, he was
dying, he knew it, and despite a faith that gave him some comfort,

was deeply sad about it.  What he strug-
gled with in his dying was not with
some fear of the afterlife or some
amends he still needed to make in this
life. None of that. There was no unfinished business with God,
nor religious and moral issues still to mend. Nor were there un-
healthy fears of the afterlife. His only unfinished business had to
do with this life, and what he would now miss out on in terms of
(figuratively) being put to bed early while the party was still going
on. In addition, for him, the party was in full swing. His adult
children were just beginning to establish their lives and give him
grandchildren, and the younger half of his family were actively
preparing to enter into their adult lives. He wasn’t going to be
around to see how all of this turned out and he wasn’t going to be
around to see most of his grandchildren. More important still, he
had a wife, a soul mate, whom he would be leaving. It wasn’t a
good evening to be sent to bed early.

Beyond all this, he still had his own siblings, neighbours, friends,
a parish, civic involvements, sports teams, and countless other
life-giving connections, and he was aware, not without huge heart-
ache, that these were all about to end, at least on this side of
eternity.

Why shouldn’t he have been sad? Indeed, why shouldn’t any of
us be sad whenever we are facing a death of any kind, when we
are being put to bed while the rest of life is still going on?

We are constitutively communitarian. As God himself said when
he created the human family, it is not good for anyone to be alone.
We are meant to be part of a family and a community, part of the
fabric of life, and a fabric is made up of multiple threads. Thus,
it’s understandably saddening whenever our single, fragile, lonely
thread is being pulled away from the rest of the fabric. No wonder
little children don’t want to be put to bed while everyone else is
still carrying on with the evening.

Moreover, this isn’t just true for the sadness we experience
when we face our deaths. The same dynamic is operative when-
ever we undergo the various mini-deaths that beset us as we age,
lose our health, retire, get fired from jobs, lose people we love,
lose marriages, are geographically dislocated, or in any other way
are pushed out of the mainstream of life towards the margins.

So, it can be helpful to know that nothing is wrong here. Dying
is hard. Letting go is hard. Being pushed aside is hard. Disappear-
ing from life is particularly hard. That’s why little children don’t like
being put to bed.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

(continued from page 4)
the form of honouring not just one's parents but those who came
before.

"It is not just about one's own father and mother. It is about their
generation and the generations before, whose farewell (from this life)
can also be slow and prolonged, creating a time and space of long-
lasting coexistence with the other ages of life. In other words, it is
about the old age of life," the pope explained.

Yet, he also lamented that many times the elderly, including those
who are sick or not self-sufficient, are mistreated.

"This occurs when weakness is reproached, and even punished, as
if it were a fault, and when bewilderment and confusion become an
opening for derision and aggression," the pope said.

Contempt for older people, he said, "dishonours us all" and while
there have been some positive developments in elderly generations,
"the struggle for the restoration of that special form of love which is
honour still seems fragile and immature."

Pope Francis urged Christians to not only support and encourage
better care for the elderly, but also to transform the younger genera-
tions understanding "about life and its stages."

"Love for the human person that is common to us, including hon-
ouring a life lived, is not just a matter for the elderly. Rather it is an
ambition that will bring radiance to young people who inherit its best
qualities," the pope said.§

Honour, protect dignity of elderly

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com
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Paradoxical priest character enlivens Canadian writer's fiction
By MIKE MASTROMATTEO
Catholic News Service

HALIFAX  — Maritime Canadian writer Anne Emery readily ad-
mits that it was the beauty of traditional sacred music that led her
from an indifferent practice of the faith to a new appreciation of the
eucharistic celebration and the dedication and service of priests.

It's a transition the author describes masterfully through her char-
acter, Father Brennan Burke, wily protagonist who shows up in the
majority of her crime/mystery stories.

A resident of Halifax, Nova Scotia, and a parishioner at St. Mary's
Cathedral Basilica, Ms. Emery is the author of 12 novels, most of
which feature the indomitable Irish-born, Fordham-educated, music-
and language-gifted Fr. Burke who, despite a crooked path to the
priesthood, is almost saintly in his reverence for the celebration of the
Mass and his openness to the action of grace in times of turmoil.

Ms. Emery worked in law and journalism before turning to full-
time writing in 2005.

"I have always wanted to write," Ms. Emery told Catholic News
Service in a series of interviews. "I loved writing stories in my early
grades in school, but it would never have occurred to me to write for
a living. I studied English and philosophy in university and earned a
master's degree in political science. In between those studies I got
my law degree. So I embarked on a legal career, but began writing
my first novel when I was still working at the law firm."

But part way through the writing of her first novel, Sign of the
Cross, Ms. Emery realized the writing life was too exhilarating to let
go. "So I decided to write a series and, fortunately, I had given the
characters a background that could be mined repeatedly for future
stories."

Although all the characters in Ms. Emery's novels are convincing
and well-developed, it is Fr. Burke who continues to captivate her
readers.

The Fr. Burke character is described as a liberal in everything about
the church, except for its music and the celebration of the mass.

Part of the fascination is the priest's backstory. Each of the novels
reveals a little more about the priest's growth and development and
his wayward path to the priesthood. Not only is Fr. Burke overly
fond of drinking and the pub life, he is quick-tempered, aggressive
and has little patience for fools and miscreants. More scandalously, it
is revealed that Fr. Burke fathered a child in his pre-seminary days.

Despite her priest's all-too-human lapses, Ms. Emery makes clear
that while Fr. Burke may have turned his back on the church at times,
he has never turned away from God.

The priest "loves the traditional Latin Mass and Gregorian chant,
the great music of Palestrina and Victoria, Mozart and other brilliant
composers," Ms. Emery added. "But that being said, Fr. Burke is not
otherwise a conservative-leaning Catholic. In fact, he is liberal with
respect to other matters. It's just that he doesn't want to lose the
beauty of the traditional music and liturgy."

Consider Fr. Burke's comment in this excerpt from the 2009 novel,
Cecilian Vespers: "This may surprise you, given the schlock you've
heard in the church ever since the (Vatican) council. But the council
itself wrote that the music tradition of the universal church is a 'treas-
ure of inestimable value, greater even than any other art.' Meaning it's
greater than Michelangelo's 'Pieta,' greater than the immense Gothic
cathedrals with their priceless, stained-glass windows. Music is pre-
eminent because it forms a 'necessary or integral part of the solemn

liturgy.'"
In some ways, Fr. Burke's attitude to traditional music echoes Ms.

Emery's own spiritual path. "I was raised a Catholic but had turned

away from the faith and was out of the church for half my adult life.
In a very real sense, the beauty of the music, and the feeling of awe it
engenders, was what brought me back to the church."

But it wasn't just her character's love of traditional church music
that abetted Ms. Emery's re-embrace of the church. In the course of
her research, Ms. Emery uncovered ample evidence of the
interconnectedness of faith and science.

"Once my interest in the faith was piqued again, I began investigat-
ing the rational bases for faith and belief," Ms. Emery said. "I began
reading some of the great Catholic and Catholic-convert philosophers,
such as Jacques Maritain, Étienne Gilson, Avery Dulles, S.J., among
others, and other Christian writers who are experts in science and
who demonstrate that there is no contradiction between science and
religion. It may be the lawyer in me, but I want my faith to be well
grounded in reason. And it is."

The Fr. Burke series includes of many of the upheavals in the church
in the post-Vatican II era.

As a Halifax-based writer, Ms. Emery is not well known in the
United States, but she has found great acclaim among Canadian read-
ers, particularly those in the Maritime provinces. Since taking up the
writing life in 2005, Ms. Emery has won awards in crime writing and
general fiction, plus a 2011 silver medal from the Independent Pub-
lishers Book Awards for her fifth book, Children in the Morning. Her
book Sign of the Cross won the 2007 Crime Writers of Canada award
for best first novel. Though the Heavens Fall, a tale of the Troubles
in Ireland, won another Crime Writers award for best novel.

Fr. Burke will next appear in Ms. Emery's Fenian Street, a story set
in Dublin and New York in the early 1970s. This book, scheduled for
release in September, will present a younger Fr. Burke.

Her most recent release, The Keening, is a stand-alone historical
novel set in Ireland over two distinct time periods — the late 16th century
and the present day. Although this new release does not feature Fr. Burke,
it features a collection of Irish/Gaelic characters looking to survive during
and as a result of the English conquest of Ireland.

(continued on page 7)

Anne Emery is a Canadian Catholic writer of crime/murder
mystery novels. (CNS photo/courtesy Mark Quinn)
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(continued from page 6)
Ms. Emery considers Fr. Burke "an exemplar" of the Catholic faith

who, despite his rough edges, is an intellectual theologian capable of
the occasional mystical experience.

"I suppose I'm a writer who happens to be Catholic," Ms. Emery
said, "but Fr. Burke doesn't just 'happen' to be in my stories, so I'm
somewhere in the middle of that spectrum. I'm sure some Catholics
and other religious people will look askance at some of the rough
language my characters use from time to time, and that includes Fr.
Burke and his bishop. But certain words have less of a stigma about
them among the Irish. And I'm very keen on realistic dialogue."

Ms. Emery’s books can be found on amazon.ca as well as other
outlets.

Mr. Mastromatteo is a writer and editor from Toronto.§

Paradoxical priest character

By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — On the evening of Good Friday, April 15, the faithful
from across the Miramichi gathered at St. Michael’s Basilica in Chatham
to witness a theatrical presentation, the Living Stations of the Cross.
Community members took on the persona of the various historical
actors in the Passion of the Lord, in performances of both great
solemnity and stirring emotion.

The Stations of the Cross are a series of pictures, or tableaux,
depicting particular incidents in the Passion of Christ. The stations
allow the faithful to make a spiritual pilgrimage to the chief scenes of
Christ’s sufferings and death. Devotions are carried out by passing
from Station to Station, saying certain prayers at each, and meditating
on the various incidents in turn. Though they are found in the major-
ity of churches today, use of the stations did not become general
before the end of the 17th century.

The St. Michael’s display was a moving journey from the Last Sup-
per to the Resurrection. The cast made good use of a lyrical rendition of
the prayer Christ Has No Body, attributed to St. Teresa of Avila, and the
19th century spiritual hymn, Were You There? sung by Carlos Villamizar.

The ninety-minute presentation was filled with touching
instrumentals and poignant performances which left many in the
church visibly moved.

Director Barbara McLaughlin assembled more than a dozen actors
to put on a show near and dear to her heart. When speaking to Ms.
McLaughlin during a previous performance, she said her goal “has
been to recruit new cast members every two years,” and this has
seen additional benefits to the parish when these men and women
decide to become involved in church ministries.

This year’s cast were Jay Lagman as Jesus; Madge Lagman as
Mary; Merle Kenna was Roman centurion; Terry Barry a Roman
soldier; Veronican was protrayed by Lynn MacDonald; Wayne
Jeffrey was Pontius Pilate; Jessica Young protrayed Simon of
Cyrene; Peter was played by Joni Craig; Jason Blakely was Judas
Iscariot; Blaine Farrah was Joseph of Arimathea; John was Kelly
Creamer; a bystnader was played by Cynthia Duplessie and the
soloist was Mr. Villamizar. The narrators for this year’s perform-
ance were Mark Trevors, Robyn King, and Gerry Green.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Miramichi area performs Living Stations of the Cross

Diocese marks Divine Mercy Sunday with Holy Hour of Mercy
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Sunday, April 24, Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC, of the Diocese of Saint John, and more than a hundred faithful
filled the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John for a
Holy Hour of Mercy to mark Divine Mercy Sunday.

The Holy Hour of Mercy was also celebrated at Our Lady of Fatima
Church in Fredericton.

For the second year, students of Divine Mercy Catholic School
[DMCS] provided music for the celebration at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception.

“We especially welcome our Divine Mercy Catholic School stu-
dents who are gracing us with their presence, and leading us in the
Divine Mercy Chaplet and in worship today.” Bishop Riesbeck said.

He also welcomed, “a good number of faithful especially from the
Saint John region, and people from all over the diocese via the Facebook
page.”

Bishop Riesbeck encouraged people to “pray for all the conflicts in
the world. For the lack of peace that exists in people’s hearts, we
know that’s the key to receiving divine mercy and experiencing the
mercy of God.”

The bishop asked people to pray, in a particular way, for the con-
version of Russia and peace in Ukraine, “for all the divisions we expe-
rience in the Church, in our families and in our own lives. We bring
these to the Lord surrendering all to Him and consecrate ourselves
anew to him.”

Father Aaron Knox, pastor of Paroisse St. François-de-Sales in Saint
John and hospital chaplain at the Saint John Regional Hospital, read
the Gospel and delivered the homily.

Beginning first by acknowledging the DMCS choir that “has lifted
my heart,” and the priests who were present to hear confessions
“after a full day of ministry in their parishes,” Fr. Knox recalled the
closeness of the apostle John to Jesus.

“John was particularly close to Jesus, the beloved,” he said. “I’d
like to imagine us here, as a beloved disciple, that Jesus wants to
speak to us a particular word. And that word is of his mercy, of his
love.”

Fr. Knox encouraged people to surrender to Jesus and open their
hearts to him.

“I want you to recognize that Jesus is looking at you with deep
love,” he said. “And he says to you, whatever is the obstacle, the
boundary, the difficulty for you to believe, let me take it away. Jesus
is the one coming to us with divine mercy today. He wants us to
recognize his coming.”

Urging people not to miss the grace that is offered through the
divine mercy of Jesus, he concluded, “let’s get this word, let’s let it
into our hearts. Let’s surrender today, let’s allow him to touch the
deepest wound that’s in us. And it’s in our wounds that we will be
able to see him and cry out ‘My Lord, and my God’.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Book delivers a scathing diagnosis of Canada’s ailing health system
By TERRY O'NEILL
The B.C. Catholic

VANCOUVER — When are Canadians fi-
nally going to wake up to the fact that this
country’s ballyhooed universal-access, single-
payer health-care system is a failure whose
rationing of service and interminable wait
times lead directly to pain, suffering, and
medically preventable deaths?

Will they themselves have to go through
what CBC reporter Neil Macdonald endured
in 2019, when a hip injury exposed him to
such ineptness in the health-care system
that he declared it was time for Canadians
to “stop bragging about our health-care
system and start yelling about it instead”?

Or will they finally pay attention to fact
instead of fable and conclude, as Dr. Jane
Philpott said in 2016 while she was the
country’s health minister, that, “It’s a myth
that Canada has the best health-care sys-
tem in the world”?

These are the essential questions that au-
thor Susan Martinuk raises in her impor-
tant new book, Patients at Risk: Exposing
Canada’s Health-care Crisis.

Ms. Martinuk, a Port Coquitlam resident
who is an accomplished media commenta-
tor, researcher, and analyst, does not pre-
tend to be able to peer into the minds of
Canadians to discover why so many of them
cherish what is a demonstrably dysfunc-

tional system.
But she does provide more than enough

heartbreaking anecdotes, insightful analy-
ses, and alarming facts and figures to per-
suade even the most dewy-eyed admirers
of Tommy Douglas, the revered grandfa-
ther of the country’s socialist medical sys-
tem, to give their heads a shake and re-
evaluate their beliefs.

The book is especially timely given the
medical system’s lurching response to the
COVID-pandemic crisis. Remember: the
primary reason that health authorities such
as Dr. Bonnie Henry gave for imposing
lockdowns and other restrictions was to
prevent hospitals from being overwhelmed.
In other words, it was to protect an already
fragile system.

But in the two-plus years since the pan-
demic descended, precious little has been
done to make that system more robust.
This failure to act is not just a policy and
program failure, but a moral one as well.

Ms. Martinuk, who is currently a research
fellow in Health with the Frontier Centre for
Public Policy, does not directly address moral
issues in her book, but the incontrovertible
evidence she presents makes it impossible not
to conclude that rationing of health care can
lead directly to intolerable pain and suffering,
and sometimes to death. And if that’s not a
moral question, then nothing is.

Take the example of an unnamed man
from Nanaimo as recounted by his wife,
Julie.

Julie’s husband developed some troubling
symptoms one October several years ago,
and so visited a doctor who ordered a test
for the following March 19.

“He didn’t make it,” Julie is quoted as
saying. “He landed in an emergency depart-
ment on March 1 and was admitted.” He was
soon diagnosed with Stage 4 metastatic can-
cer and began radiation and chemotherapy but
died shortly after treatment ended.

“If he had gotten the test within days or
weeks of it being ordered rather than
months, the cancer may not have had an
opportunity to grow so large and he may
still be here with me and our teenagers. I
will never know, and he will never see his
children finish growing up or meet his fu-
ture grandchildren.”

Ms. Martinuk points out there is no guar-
antee of timely treatment or timely access
to specialty care in Canadian health care.
No wonder, then, that Canadians had the
worst access to specialist care of 11

wealthy, developed countries as shown in
a 2016 survey.

Waiting lists equal denial of care, and
denial of care leads to pain, suffering, and
death; it’s that simple, Ms. Martinuk says.
As evidence, she points to a headline in the
April 23, 2019, edition of the Halifax
Chronicle Herald: “39 cancer patients died
while still on wait-list for Halifax gastroen-
terologist study.”

Such waits don’t always lead directly to
premature death, of course, but they often
lead to increased pain and suffering. And this,
in turn, can precipitate thoughts of suicide,
Ms. Martinuk points out, which in turn is es-
pecially problematic given the legalization of
doctor-assisted suicide, also known as Medi-
cal Assistance in Dying (MAiD).

“Whether you agree with MAiD or not,”
Ms. Martinuk writes, “the point is that Ca-
nadian governments are willing to grant au-
tonomy to those who want to die yet con-
tinue to restrict the autonomy of those who
want to live by preventing them from ac-
cessing the medical care that they need to
get on with their lives.”

She writes about a Vancouver woman who
in 2020 said that she was prepared to kill her-
self because she could not get the medical
care she needed to get through the day.

“Question: If we really believe that health
care based on socialism is morally supe-
rior, why do we not have a moral obliga-
tion to provide healing and medical care to
those in need?” Ms. Martinuk asks.

The conclusion is inescapable: our coun-
try’s health-care system is based on a
flawed ideology that “equality” of access
is paramount, even if that access is severely
limited for most and even if some people,
such as federal prisoners and injured work-
ers, are given special access to treatment.

So, what should be done? No responsi-
ble Canadian is arguing that Canada should
completely jettison its health-care system
and embrace the United States’ costly, cum-
bersome, and inequitable system.

Rather, as Ms. Martinuk’s book makes
clear, this country has a duty to its citizens
— a moral duty — to allow alternatives to
flourish, alternatives such as a parallel private
system, supported by private insurance.

It works for most European countries, and
it can work here, too.

Patients at Risk: Exposing Canada’s
Health-care Crisis is available on
Amazon.https://www.amazon.ca/Patients-
Risk-Exp ... 177765774 §1
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Courageous craftsmanship: pope shows how to be an artisan of peace
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Being against war and
for peace requires more than urgent appeals
and treaties, according to Pope Francis. It
requires a demanding, lifelong process that
starts in the human heart and boldly expands
outward into a broken world, he has said.

Waging peace requires such a particular
mindset and set of values and skills that he
often compares to a kind of craftsmanship
that must be honed and humbly practised
every day.

A thorough rundown of what it takes to
become a peacemaker is outlined in a recently
released book in Italian, Contro la Guerra. Il
Coraggio di Costruire la Pace (Against War.
The Courage to Build Peace).

Pope Francis introduces the 192-page vol-
ume with fresh remarks penned March 29,
criticizing the futility of war: "War is not the
solution, war is madness, war is a monster,
war is a cancer that feeds off itself, engulfing
everything!"

But the main body of the book, published

Papal tour of Canada taking shape
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The scope and shape of a summertime pa-
pal pilgrimage to Canada is beginning to take
shape, though no official itinerary has been
put forward.

Vatican advance teams scouting possible lo-
cations have been reported in Québec City,
Iqaluit and Edmonton. The Canadian Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops is keeping mum
about possible locations and timing as they
work with the three national Indigenous or-
ganizations — the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami,
Assembly of First Nations and Metis National
Council — and the Holy See on details.

“The Canadian bishops are grateful that
Pope Francis has accepted our invitation to
visit Canada on a pilgrimage of healing and
reconciliation,” Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops [CCCB] communications
lead Neil MacCarthy told The Catholic Reg-
ister in an email. “The focus, themes and pro-
gramming of the visit, if and when it is con-
firmed, will also be shaped in close consulta-
tion with Indigenous partners.”

Any official announcement of the pope’s travel
plans will have to come from the Holy See.

Given the penitential and healing focus of
this papal pilgrimage, it will be very different

from the 1984, 1987 and 2002 visits by St.
Pope John Paul II. As a relatively young pope
(64 at the time), John Paul II barnstormed
across Canada in 1984, then made a return
visit to Dene territory in 1987 to fulfil a promise
to Indigenous Canadians. In 2002, as a grand-
fatherly 82-year-old, he returned to preside
over World Youth Day in Toronto.

“Given the Holy Father’s advanced age (85)
and desire for simple, modest visits, we can
expect the Canadian visit to reflect this reality
in both the length of the pilgrimage as well as
the geography of such a visit, given the size
of Canada,” Mr. MacCarthy said.

Unconfirmed reports put the working itin-
erary at four days.

Pope Francis himself hinted at one element
of the Canadian journey when he apologized
in Rome April 1 for the abuses of Catholic-
run residential schools. Mentioning the wide-
spread Indigenous devotion to St. Ann, grand-
mother of Jesus, and the annual pilgrimage to
Lac Ste. Anne in northern Alberta around St.
Ann’s July 26 feast day, Pope Francis added,
“This year, I would like to be with you in
those days.”

Pope Francis received three Indigenous del-
egations from Inuit, First Nations and Metis
Canadians respectively in Rome March 28 to
April 1. Given Lac Ste. Anne’s importance to

both Metis and First Nations people, Pope
Francis at the “Spirit Lake” could constitute
a return visit to both of those communities.

As the capital of the independent Inuit gov-
ernment of Nunavut, Iqaluit is a natural an-
swer to the Inuit delegation’s visit to Rome.

The case for a papal visit to Québec City rests
on its history as the mother Church of Catholic
Christianity in North America, said Frederic
Barriault, historian and researcher at the Jesuit-
run Centre for Justice and Faith in Montreal.

“The choice of Québec City makes sense
from an historical standpoint,” Mr. Barriault
told The Catholic Register. “It’s actually the
birthplace of the Canadian Church and where
the French and the First Nations first met.”

Though few residential schools operated in-
side Quebec, Quebec Catholics played an es-
sential role in the residential school system,
Mr. Barriault said.

“Without Quebec-born or Quebec-based
missionaries, the residential schools wouldn’t
have had the staff — priests, nuns, lay teach-
ers — to deploy the cultural genocide that
took place there.”

Planning for the papal tour also involves
Ottawa officialdom, said Mr. MacCarthy.

“The CCCB has also engaged the Govern-
ment of Canada, knowing the national im-
portance of such an event,” he said. §

by Solferino press and the Vatican Publishing
House, compiles the pope's most outstand-
ing commentaries on war and peace over his
nine-year-long pontificate.

The brightest highlights taken from his many
messages, documents, homilies and speeches
all come together to form a comprehensive
look at what it takes to build peace.

"Peace is not a document which gets signed
and then filed away. Peace is built day by day!
And peace is crafted; it is the work of our
hands; it is built up by the way we live our
lives," Pope Francis told young people in
Bangui, Central African Republic, in 2015.

In that speech and throughout the book,
Pope Francis' "artisanal path" of peace can
be boiled down to five key features:

• Fraternity and seeing the world as one
human family living in one common home.

The stars in the sky shine down on every
single person — from the beginning of time
to today — and learning "to look at the stars"
will be "the most effective vaccine for a fu-
ture of peace," he said in Ur, Iraq, in 2021.

"Anyone with the courage to look at the
stars, anyone who believes in God, has no

enemies to fight. He or she has only one en-
emy to face, an enemy that stands at the door
of the heart and knocks to enter. That enemy
is hatred," the pope said.

"There will be no peace as long as we see
others as them and not us," he said. Human-
ity lives under one heaven, under the gaze of
one God who desires his children to be "hos-
pitable and welcoming" to each other on earth.

• Inclusion, including reconciling with one's
enemies and embracing unity in diversity.

The pope told young people in the Central
African Republic that the first step toward
being a peacemaker was "never hate anyone.
If someone wrongs you, seek to forgive."

"We only win if we take the road of love,"
he said, and, with love, "you will win the hard-
est battle in life" and find peace.

But "we need to pray in order to be resil-
ient, to love and not to hate, to be peacemak-
ers," and "you must be courageous," he added.
"Courageous in love, in forgiveness, in build-
ing peace."

• The difficult art of dialogue and listening,
which can sometimes be as hard as building

(continued on page 11)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. April 29, 2022Page 10

Abuse scandal seldom far from archbishop’s mind
By PETER STOCKLAND
The Catholic Register

MONTREAL — As Archbishop Christian Lépine moved through
the last days of Lent toward Easter 2022, he acknowledged the worst
Cross to bear in his 10 years leading Montreal Roman Catholics has
been the scandal of clerical sexual abuse.

“I’m always thinking about it,” Archbishop Lépine told The Catho-
lic Register in a late March interview. “It goes so much against Jesus
Christ Himself. It’s not just about the numbers. It’s about the fact that
one case is too many, that priests who were there to witness to Jesus

Christ, witness to the love of the
Eternal Father (committed)
crimes or betrayed trust. Talking
specifically about the sexual abuse
of minors….”

His voice trails. Even in the
context of a phone conversation,
it’s palpable that Christ’s help is
being called for at the other end
of the line. Archbishop Lépine,
whose 10th anniversary as arch-
bishop of Montreal was on March
20 and who marks 10 years since
his public installation on April 27,
2012, doesn’t reference Christ
only as a pastoral practice. Christ
permeates his sentences, grounds

his paragraphs, can appear two, three or more times in the completion
of a single response.

“It’s about faith in Jesus Christ,” he answers when asked about the
joys and burdens of his decade as archbishop. “It’s about trusting in
Jesus Christ also, as the prayer says ‘Jesus, I trust in you.’ Every step
along the way is about trusting in Jesus Christ, on a personal level but
also as a Church, we need to move in faith as a body of Christ, as a
community, as a Church, as people of God. The trust in Jesus Christ
is always there.”

That body, at least in its Montreal incarnation, risked being driven to
its knees seven years into Archbishop Lépine’s leadership. A defrocked
priest, Brian Boucher, who abused minors in the archdiocese and also
conducted what was described as a “reign of terror” at 10 parishes
over a 20-year span, was sentenced to eight years in prison for his sex
crimes.

A year later, in November 2020, a 276-page report by former Que-
bec Superior Court Justice Pepita Capriolo was scathing in its criti-
cism of the Church’s “buck passing” and willingness to turn a blind
eye rather than investigate years of complaints about Mr. Boucher.
“The need to protect Boucher seemed to be paramount,” Ms. Capriolo
said at a news conference.

Responsibility for the debacle was laid at the feet of Cardinal Marc
Ouellet, once touted as a future pope, yoked onto the shoulders of
former Montreal Auxiliary Bishop Tony Mancini, who retired as arch-
bishop of Halifax-Yarmouth two days after the Capriolo Report was
released, and set on the grave of the late Cardinal Jean-Claude Turcotte,
who was identified as consistently stonewalling attempts to hold Mr.
Boucher to account.

By contrast, Archbishop Lépine and his auxiliary bishop, Thomas
Dowd were lauded for their efforts — Bishop Dowd for his indefati-

gable digging up of evidence against the out-of-control cleric and his
incessant demands something be done; the archbishop for initiating
Ms. Capriolo’s inquiry and giving the former justice carte blanche to
go where her investigation led. Within about a year, the archdiocese
was able to announce that it had acted on all 31 of her recommenda-
tions, including appointment of an ombudsman so clergy and parish-
ioners alike have an official place where concerns and complaints can
be filed, adjudicated, and acted upon. Archbishop Lépine is candid
those steps are but first steps. In Quebec, where the language of the
Church is literally regarded as common place profanity, it will require
going a lot deeper to regain trust, if not in Christ, then in the clerical
hierarchy.

“One of the lessons we learn from the (Capriolo) report is that
abuses — of conscience, of power — can be limited to what they
are, but they can also be indicative of what’s to come. We need to be
attentive to all kinds of abuses. I would say to eradicate sexual abuses
of minors, we need to fight all kinds of abuses. If there are red flags,
if you are a witness to something, here is someone you can call or
write to,” he says.

That implicates everything from priestly formation in seminary to
training of volunteers at the parish level, to effective listening during
the daily business of the Church. Archbishop Lépine points to the
horrors of the Indian residential school system as, first and foremost,
failure to listen to what Indigenous people were saying about the sins
of colonial power structures, about the abuses suffered by individu-
als and natives cultures en masse.

Such shoulder-bending concerns seem a long way from his ap-
pearance, a decade ago in the immediate aftermath of his consecra-
tion, on Quebec’s most popular TV talk show, Tout le monde en
parle. A youngish 60, he strode onto the stage beaming, his silver
pectoral cross almost blazing in the glare of the studio lights. In short
order, he had his hosts and the other guests — catechized from child-
hood by Quebec’s secular culture to treat the Church with scorn —
treating him amicably, if not like a too-long separated friend.

That heart-warming moment for Montreal Catholics stood in stark
contrast as well to the image of the archbishop braving a January
Siberian wind that inflicted -28 temperatures as he said mass to pa-
rishioners congregated on the frozen asphalt of Mary Queen of the
World Cathedral’s parking lot. The Quebec government peremptorily
locked the doors of churches across the province as an anti-COVID
measure at Christmas. Archbishop Lépine, and Roman Catholic clergy
across Quebec, responded by pulling their hats and ear flaps tight and
continuing to offer the Eucharist regardless of cold, snow and ice.

Characteristically, Archbishop Lépine turns the episode into another
occasion to bring Jesus Christ into the conversation.

“Seeing people there kneeling on the ice, they were happy to be
there,” he says. “They didn’t want to be anywhere else. Everyone
was happy to be there praying, celebrating the Eucharist and adoring
Jesus Christ in the cold, on the ice, in the snow. At every mass,
everything comes together around Jesus Christ. So for me, during
the pandemic, the (outdoor masses were) an occasion to take the
Eucharist less for granted.”

Almost 39 years after his priestly ordination, a long and often diffi-
cult decade after his consecration, the Cross of office can’t help but
weigh heavily on Archbishop Lépine at times. Yet it is a cross he
carries as a gift.

“The life of the Church is made from many things, but at the centre
is Jesus Christ. And the sacraments are a gift from Jesus Christ.” §

Archbishop Christian Lépine
Archdiocese of Montreal photo)
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Obituaries

SEAMAN, MARGARET — Peacefully, at the Saint John Regional
Hospital, on Tuesday, April 5th, 2022, Margaret Jean Seaman passed
away at the age of 89. Born in Saint John, Marg was the beloved
daughter of the late William and Georgina Seaman (nee Getchell).

Besides her parents, Margaret was predeceased by her siblings Bed-
ford Seaman, Leo Seaman, William Seaman, and Harold Seaman.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Holy Redeemer Parish (Saint
Pius X Roman Catholic Church), Saint John. Arrangements were under
the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.

MORRIS, THERESA HELENA — It is with great sadness that the
family of Theresa Helena Morris (Gallagher) announces her passing
which occurred on Thursday, April 14, 2022, at the Loch Lomond
Villa. Born in Saint John on November 8, 1941, she was a daughter of

the late Arthur and Lucy Gallagher (Dunn).
Theresa is survived by loving children, daughters, Cathy Cheeseman

(Silas), Mary “Tresa” Spence (Dale), Jo-Anne Groundwater (Darren);
son, Michael Morris (Melissa Paradis), special son, Robert “Bobby”
Morris (Kelly); grandchildren, Tanner Cheeseman (Angela Mott), Dale
Spence Jr (MacKenzie), Braydon Myshrall (Kaitlyn James), Kenady
Myshrall, Reid Groundwater; as well as her cat, Boo. In addition to her
parents, Theresa was predeceased by her husband, Michael Morris.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was held from Holy Spirit Parish( St Rose Worship Site),
Saint John. Interment in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

HOGAN, EVELYN ANN — The death of Evelyn Ann (nee Esson)
Hogan occurred on Monday, April 18th, 2022, at the Saint John Re-
gional Hospital. Evelyn was the daughter of the late Peter and Theresa
(nee Ivory) Esson. She was born in Barnaby River, New Brunswick
on October 19th, 1924.

Evelyn and Eldon moved to Saint John and raised six children;
Gloria (Andy) Maher, Patricia (Barry) Pond, Mary (Paul) Jacquart,
Eldon, Wesley (Kellie) and Peter. In addition to her children she took
great pride in her ten grandchildren; Dr. Erika Maher (Christopher
Brown), Nicola Pond, Mary-Kate Pond (Stephen Cassidy), Adam
Jacquart, Melissa Dempsey (Justin), Matthew Jacquart (Anna),
Michael Hogan, Monica Hogan, Emily Hogan, Wesley Hogan and her
four great grandchildren; Lennox Dempsey, Samuel Brown, Ivy Brown
and Cole Cassidy.

Aside from her parents, Evelyn was predeceased by Eldon Hogan
Sr., her son Peter, Frank Butler and nine siblings; Harold Esson, Helen
Donovan, Hubert Esson, Irene Esson, Leighton Esson, Mary Grennan,
Joseph Esson, Catherine Esson and Caramel  Gill.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Our Lady of Good
Counsel Parish (Stella Maris Church), Saint John. Internment fol-
lowed at St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.§

(continued from page  9)
a bridge over an abyss.

Pride and arrogance must be eradicated from one's own heart, he
told young people at a congress of the educational project, "Scholas
Occurrentes," in 2016. "Our world needs to lower the level of ag-
gression. It needs tenderness. It needs gentleness, it needs to listen, it
needs to walk together."

Dialogue is "the capacity to listen, not to argue immediately, to ask,"
he said. "Everyone wins in dialogue; no one loses" because "it is about
agreeing to proposals so as to move forward together."

Dialogue is to put oneself in the other's place, "to form a bridge"
and "persuade with gentleness."

• Peace is a constant journey of "getting one's hands dirty," con-
cretely working for the common good.

"Our path leads us to immersing ourselves in situations and giving
first place to those who suffer," he said in Assisi for the World Day of
Prayer for Peace in 2016.

Feeling responsible for helping others and refusing to be indifferent
cleanses the heart and requires the "purification" and conversion that
can only come from God, he said in Irbil, Iraq, in 2021.

"We need Jesus," who conquers evil while he "strengthens us to
resist the temptation to seek revenge." Through the life-changing power
of the Gospel, "the risen Lord makes us instruments of God's mercy
and peace, patient and courageous artisans of a new social order," he
said.

This new order must meet humanity's desire for justice, equality
and participation, he said in his World Day of Peace message in 2020.
A democratic society recognizes everyone's rights and one's duties
toward others, which can temper a harmful, unbridled understanding
of freedom.

• For Christians, living the beatitudes is to bring heaven — and
peace — to earth.

In his homily in Baghdad in 2021, the pope said, "We do not need to
become occasional heroes, but to become witnesses, day after day,"
embodying the wisdom and love of Jesus.

Jesus changed history "with the humble power of love, with his
patient witness. This is what we are called to do," he said, and "that is
how the world is changed: not by power and might, but by the beati-
tudes."

People who live the beatitudes "are helping God to fulfill his prom-
ises of peace," he said. "This is the way; there is no other." §
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Raising Ava Rose: a timely message of humanity
By TERRY O'NEILL
The B.C. Catholic

RICHMOND, B.C. — How tightly must we be bound by an art-
ist’s intention when interpreting his creation?

For example, must viewers embrace Francis Ford Coppola vision
for his masterpiece Apocalypse Now, which Mr. Coppola didn’t in-
tend as an anti-war film?

A current example of this sort of challenge arises with a documen-
tary film entitled Raising Ava Rose. The 24-minute film focuses on

the day-to-day life of a girl named Ava Rose, a student at St. Paul’s
Elementary in Richmond, B.C.

Beautifully directed by her cousin, Jordan Macken, a 29-year-old
graduate of St. Paul’s and then Vancouver College and the UBC [Uni-
versity of British Columbia] film studies program, the documen-
tary shows Ava Rose at home with her loving and concerned
parents, at school in class and outside playing with fellow stu-
dents, and after school hanging out and kidding around with her
best friend, Marcus.

What’s special about these otherwise everyday activities is that
Ava Rose has Down Syndrome, as does Marcus.

The film contains many touching scenes, including personal inter-

views with Ava Rose’s parents, Belinda and Eric Plourde. It’s clear
they are worried about their daughter’s future — her looming entry
into high school being their foremost concern.

At the same time, the film captures the love that not only surrounds
Ava Rose, but also emanates from her. For every ounce of worry and
concern, there’s a pound of joy and hope.

Mr. Macken, who is also the film’s executive producer, said in an
interview that he had no ideological message in mind when he made
the documentary, whose production was funded by the Telus
STORYHIVE.

On the other hand, “a filmmaker can’t avoid some purpose,” he
said. “In the edit room, choose lines to cut, lines to keep … there’s no
way around it, that I have some vision, for sure, but I guess I wanted
to keep it away from politics.”

He said his purpose was to show Ava Rose’s humanity in the
hopes that viewers would become more aware of the issues faced
by families who are raising a child with Down Syndrome.

It’s difficult to see how they would not be so moved. Mr. Macken’s
care for his young cousin emanates from the screen. Only the most
hard-hearted viewer would not have a positive response.

But is this all that the film is about? Are there other ways in
which the viewing public, including 122 million daily viewers of
YouTube, the platform on which Raising Ava Rose is viewable,
can interpret it?

The answer is yes. Mr. Macken’s humanizing film not only paints
a loving portrait of its subject but can also be seen as delivering a
powerful pro-life message, one that is incredibly important in an
age when prenatal screening for Down Syndrome often leads to
pressure on mothers to abort their unborn child.

Raising Ava Rose is a celebration of Ava Rose’s life — a life that
would not exist if her parents had made the choice that is becoming
increasingly widespread around the world. In short, then, it can be
seen as a pro-life film, even though, when asked whether he intended
it to be interpreted this way, Mr. Macken said, “I did not, no.”

Nevertheless, pro-life advocates in the Lower Mainland have
been embracing the film and spreading its life-affirming message.
Asked for his reaction to those who want to show the film in order
to support their pro-life principles, Mr. Macken said, “That’s fine,
and that’s great, which I’d love.”

The archdiocese’s pro-life chaplain, Father Larry Lynn, a filmmaker
before he entered the priesthood, said first and foremost Raising Ava
Rose should be seen as “a good movie, a really good movie. If you’re
preaching, it’s not a good movie. [Mr. Macken] made a good movie
because he’s telling the truth about life, what is life.”

Moreover, the movie celebrates life, Fr. Lynn said. “We can see
people with Down Syndrome …
they’re alive, they’re people,
they’re wonderful people, and
they contribute so much to our
existence. And it’s all good.”

So, watch Raising Ava Rose
for its celebration of humanity. Or
watch it for its implicit pro-life
message. One way or the other,
though, watch it.

Mr. Macken can be reached at
jordanmackenfilm@gmail.com.§
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